[image: image1.jpg]FRED HUTCHINSON
CANCER RESEARCH CENTER

SCIENCE
EDUCAIION
PARTNERSHIP







Teacher and/or Student

Avian Flu Scenario

Meow. . . Meow. . . Meoooow! Obviously, it is time for your cat Garfield to come in. You go to the back door and see your big orange cat sitting on the back porch with a gift for you. Usually the gift he brings is small and furry such as a mouse or shrew. He is a very successful hunter and uses the nearby field as his hunting ground. His gift today is definitely unusual, it’s a dead pigeon. There are no signs of obvious trauma to the pigeon. You realize that Garfield was lazy and just brought you a dead bird that he simply found. Your next thought is, “How did it die?” Then you remember hearing in the news about a disease called the bird or avian flu. You get a little worried because you’ve heard that this type of flu may spread from wild birds to other animals like pigs, cats, and possibly humans. You decide that you had better call the county health department to let them know what you found. You are told to wrap the bird up in plastic to prevent contamination, and bring it, as well as Garfield, to the health department so they can be tested for bird flu. 
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