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Tracking Avian Flu Outbreaks with Google Earth
View the time-enabled maps, created by Nature reporter Declan Butler, showing the spread of human cases and outbreaks of infection in animals over time since 2003.

1.  GO TO:  http://www.nature.com/avianflu/index.html
2. Scroll down to the lower left corner and click on  “Track the spread of the H5N1 virus worldwide since 2003 with Nature.com’s award-winning animated Google Earth Mash-Up”

3. Click on “Install Google Earth 4.0 to view these maps correctly”, which will take you to Google Earth’s download page.

a. DO NOT download the 5.0 beta version – the time-enabled maps do not work with it

4. Choose the Linux, Mac, or Windows version of Google Earth 4.3 to download

5. Once the Google Earth program is downloaded and installed on your computer, you can then return to Nature’s “Google Eath Mash-Up” page and click “new link to download the updated time-enabled maps”

a. You can save this file in your documents, and then open it at any time with Google Earth.

To view the time-enabled maps:

1. Open the file “Timeseries.kml” with Google Earth

2. At the top you will see a time graphic and clock – right click on the clock
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3. A new dialog box will open:
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4. Be sure to check the “Keep Selection at the beginning of time range” button if you want the different data points to accumulate over time; if you want them to only appear for each year covered in the study, leave this checkbox empty

5. You can choose the speed of the animation with the slider

6. At the end of the time range, you can choose for the animation to either Loop, Stop, or Reverse.

7. Hit OK
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8. Click the triangle icon to begin the animation. At any time you can pause the animation by clicking the pause button.

9. You can also slide the time arrow forward/backward manually with your mouse.

10. Side bar folders:

	[image: image4.png]¥ Places _Add Content |
v & MyPlaces
» [ Sightseeing
Select this folder and click on

the 'Play’ button below, to start
v (=& Temporary Places

v =43 Time series of HSN1 outbreaks
v V) Map folder
» Y3 Animal outbreaks.
» VB3 Human cases
» (B Additional datasets
» B Rights, disclaimers etc

&9 Map author details
Declan Butler








You can choose to make visible or hide animal outbreaks (circles) or human cases (triangles) by clicking on the checkboxes.
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If you don’t want the side bar to appear (it takes up a lot of space) click on the   icon on the upper left part of the page.
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